Bellona-Gittings Community Association
Annual Meeting Minutes
May 20, 2025

Written by Robi Rawl

Board Members Present: Darlene Townsend (President), Louisa Murphy (Vice President),
Andrew McLoughlin (Treasurer), Robi Rawl (Secretary), Bilal Askaryar, Alex Hoffman, Nancy
Maronick, Mari Ross, Ruth Silverstone. Absent: Leanna Frick

Welcome & Introduction — Darlene

Update on Pinehurst Wine Shoppe Expansion - Gordon McNamara

While it appears that nothing is progressing, there has been a lot going on behind
the scenes:

Per the engineer, block footers are required by fire code, which will cut
substantially into the root system of the sycamore tree. A main goal has always
been to save the sycamore tree, but this may either kill it or prove it so unstable
that it will need to be removed. Insurance may also require it to be removed.
This may open other unforeseen issues: city requires certain [expensive]
measures if this is identified as a specimen tree, ie grafting and planting new
growth.

PWS has enlisted a landscape architect to help with this and with the general
landcape plan. PWS will share her plan when they have it.

Date of construction depends on how quickly the permitting process is finished;
it could take 10 days or 6 months. PWS has rehired Al Barry to assist with this
process. PWS estimates that groundbreaking will be in early fall with the bulk of
the work being done during their busiest season: fall thru spring.

New and updated architectural drawings are on display tonight and at the store.

At Bilal’s request, PWS will start a blog/publish regular updates once work is
underway.

Social Events - Bilal Askaryar
a. Beer & Popsicles aka BGCA Community Hours

Popular. Will resume in June, July, August.



To be held every Friday from 5-6pm, or whatever hours the host chooses,
weather permitting. This is a low-stakes, easy-prep casual get-together:
gather on driveways or in backyards, unless the host chooses to make it a
bigger thing.

There is a sign-up sheet at today’s meeting, as well as a link in Darlene’s
email.

b. September Yard Sale

Community-wide yard sale to be held on a Sunday in the PWS parking lot.
May also host on your own property; we will publish a list of all neighborhood
yard sales that day.

BGCA will cover the additional $175 insurance for PWS to be able to host on
their parking lot.

Date TBD. There is a sign-up sheet present. Further updates forthcoming.

Iv. Treasurer’s Report - Andrew McLoughlin

General Fund —approx. $11,000
Legal Fund - $3400

Expenses:

$400 - printing signs, renting hall for annual meeting

$350 - annually for website maintenance

$75- annual dues for Towson Community Alliance & York Road Partnership
memberships

There were many questions about online payments. Former Treasurer Robi Rawl
stepped in to address BGCA’s past experience offering PayPal & Zelle:

PayPal:
We offered PayPal from 2019 through 2022. Then, due to federal concern over

money laundering issues nationwide, financial institutions were compelled to
take action on anything appearing to fall into that category. BGCA’s PayPal
account -mostly dormant except for an influx of cash once a year- was flagged
and frozen. PayPal required us to switch from a personal account to a business
account to keep our account open and to access our money.

Although BGCA is properly set up as an organization with the state and files
taxes annually, we are not a business and were unable to convert our account to



a business account. PayPal Customer Service was unhelpful or unresponsive
the multiple times Robi attempted to resolve the issue. We were forced to close
our PayPal accountin order to reclaim the funds held there.

Zelle:

We offered Zelle from 2023 to 2024. Then, when BGCA moved our bank
accounts from Wells Fargo to M&T Bank, we were compelled to drop Zelle as a
payment option. M&T Bank does not allow Zelle.

Now:

Electronic payment options were popular and BGCA recognizes the need and
desire to enable this option. Now that a few years have passed, BGCA will
research existing and appropriate ways to reinstate this as a payment option.

Guest Speakers - State Representatives of the 41 District

Our state representatives each gave a brief summary of the recent Legislative
Session, especially as it related to the $1.8 billion in budget cuts. They then
answered questions related to university budget cuts, deputized police,
Piedmont, and traffic calming and pedestrian safety.

Senator Dalya Attar
= Blueprint for Maryland’s Future / The Kirwan Commission
The legislature was able to salvage the majority of cuts on the table re:
education, to emphasize that education is a #1 priority.
= Energy
- Passed legislation to study which forms of energy Maryland can
produce on its own. MD is currently purchasing 60% of energy from
out of state.
- BGE rates are too high. BGE was charging customers for routine
repairs. Passed legislation limiting BGE to only passing along the
costs for safety-related needs.

Delegate Sandy Rosenberg
= Further explained Kirwan:
- Providing a sound education system is required by the Maryland State
Constitution.
- Blueprint was created after extensive global study.
= Locallssues related to traffic & transport
It has been difficult working with the Dept of Transportation. Problem
areas being assessed:
- Bottleneck at Northern Pkwy & Falls Road




VL.

- Coldspring Ave near Poly/Western — looking at the student
pedestrians & light rail traffic issues as a part of the redesign of
Poly

Delegate Sean Stinnett

= |ntroduction, as he was recently selected as delegate to fill in for the
remainder of now-Senator Attar’s term. He started mid-Legislative
Session, on March 3.

= Sits on the Judiciary Committee

= Also West Arlington Improvement Association President, a Minority &
Veterans Small Business Liaison, and is strongly involved with Baltimore
Clean Streets with kids in his own neighborhood

Strengths & Weaknesses Opportunities Exercise — Alex Hoffman

Before and during the annual meeting, community members had the opportunity
to mark up two separate maps of Bellona-Gittings. Neighbors could place Post-It
notes with their comments onto two maps entitled MORE OF THIS! or a map
entitled LESS OF THAT! [see attached images]

Posted Comments:
MORE OF THIS!

Infrastructure

Traffic Calming on Bellona

Sidewalk here [Charles St north of Gittings]

I like this bench [100 block of Cedarcroft]

| like the new crosswalk here [Midhurst & Bellona]
More traffic humps without open sections on Gittings
Love dumpster each quarter

Love the tree planting on the nursing home lot

Social

More social activities

Love summer gatherings

Annual native plant sale & garden tours

LESS OF THAT!

Infrastructure
Section of Charles Stis nearly impassable to pedestrians [north of Gittings]



VII.

Add turn arrow onto Gittings from Charles St.

Sidewalk & traffic calming btwn Lake & Meadowood and Lake & Bellona
Sidewalk on Lake near Bellona

Put another stop sign between Charles & York

Switch to light pollution-less lighting

Traffic Calming [Bellona at Midhurst]

Less Dog Barking

Please Curb Your Dogs

Speed Bumps on Gittings are too high and too close to each other

Social
None Listed

Breakout Groups - Alex Hoffman & Bilal Askaryar

To further identify community wishes & concerns, Alex and Bilal divided
neighbors into seven breakout groups to identify and discuss community
concerns. Afterwards, each group reported out to the meeting-at-large.

For more community feedback, see results of online community survey,
attached.

The questions and their collective responses:

1. What is your favorite thing about the Bellona-Gittings neighborhood? What
makes our neighborhood special?

Park-like setting, walkability, schools, the generally quiet & friendly
vibe, proximity to local businesses. Nice neighbors, unique
architecture, neighbors take care of their property. Trees, the
‘subneighborhoods’ within B-G, adjoining backyards, social
opportunities with each subneighborhood

2. What would you like to see more of? Are there areas for improvement?

e Traffic calming & excessive speeding (general)
e Excessive speeding along Lake Ave, Melrose Ave
e Enforcement of speeding cars on major thoroughfares

e Need for safety: no sidewalks but high speeding; no buffer btwn the road
and the sidewalk; no or ineffective sidewalks.

e Crime in broader surrounding area (general)



e More street cleaning, esp along Bellona

e Litterinyards of homes on Gittings: Lots of foot traffic to connect to
separate bus lines on Charles & York = lots of trash in front of certain
homes. Also, needles found in yards of homes near clinic.

e Nursing home - ugly, not cared for, an eyesore

e Thereisinterestin participating in voluntary committees to support the
board

. What is working well about the Bellona-Gittings Community Association?
What could the Association do to better support your quality of life?

e More “localized” social engagements, like block parties but smaller scale
and more casual.

e Add asocial component to the quarterly Community Clean-Up &
Dumpster Day (ie, a neighbor hosting donuts & coffee afterwards)

e More social opportunities, incl yard sales and block parties

e Creation of a “helping hands” listserv, where neighbors could ask for/offer
simple services to lend neighbors a hand with tasks like plant watering,
lawn mowing, pet sitting, keeping an eye out, etc.

e Update address book / community directory

e Beer & Popsicles very popular

e Need better updates during city projects, at least confirmation through
the community association that city workers claiming they need to enter
homes is a valid need.

How do you meet your neighbors now? How can the Community Association
help neighbors connect?

Beer & Popsicles casual summer get-togethers. Let’s do more social
activities.
Nametags. Names & pictures of houses.

How would you like to hear updates from the Community Association? How
would you prefer to contact the Community Association with your issues or
concerns?

A range of views based on personal preferences: contact BGCA
president directly (emails, calls, in-person), listserv, email, through
website, Google groups, definitely not Google groups, Facebook,
definitely not Facebook, not on social media, etc.



If the Association established committees to help address community
issues, would you be interested in participating? Are there other volunteer
opportunities you’d be interested in participating in (example: community
clean up)?

Yes —incl specific mention to bring back block captains



